
2026 Arkansas Teacher of the Year Application
Section 1: Directions and Acknowledgements
Acknowledgement Question 1

Have you been selected as your District Teacher of the Year for the 2024-2025 school year?  
· Yes

· No
Acknowledgement Question 2

I am aware that this application must be received by the Arkansas Department of Education no later than noon June 9, 2025, and that applications and supplemental documents received after that date and time will not be considered.
· Yes

· No
Acknowledgement Question 3
Do you hold an Arkansas standard teaching license?
· Yes

· No
Acknowledgement Question 4
Please indicate if you have ever received a public sanction for a violation of the Code of Ethics for Arkansas Educators?  A public sanction is a sanction that was approved by the State Board of Education and made public on AELS and/or the Division website.  This would include a written reprimand or higher.
· Yes

· No
Section 2: General Information 

Candidate's Last, First Name: 

Candidate's Home Address: 

Candidate's Personal E-mail Address: 

Candidate's Cell Phone Number: 

School Name: 

School Address: 

School Phone Number: 

Candidate’s School Email Address:
Primary Subject Area(s) the Candidate Teaches:
Grade Level(s) the Candidate Teaches:
Total Years of Teaching Experience:
Years in Current Position:
School Profile: Urban, Suburban, and Rural:

Public School Type: 
· Traditional Public School
· Public Charter School
Number of Students in Candidate's Building:
Principal's Name:
Principal’s Email Address:
Principal’s Phone Number:
School District Name:
Number of Students in District:
Superintendent’s Name:
Superintendent’s Email:
Superintendent’s Phone Number:

District Teacher of the Year Point of Contact:

District Teacher of the Year Point of Contact’s Email Address: 
Candidate’s Social Media Profiles:

Languages Candidate Speaks:
Candidates Professional Association Memberships:
Is the candidate a National Board-Certified Teacher?

· Yes

· No

Section 3: Professional Biography and Resume
Please include the following items:
· The grade level and subject you currently teach

· The school in which you currently teach, including city

· All degrees you hold--include the institution where they were earned

· Any awards, recognitions, or points of pride

· A sentence or two about pedagogical priorities

Style Guidelines:

· Spell out your degrees (Bachelor of Arts)

· Only capitalize a subject area when it’s a language

· Use first and last name in the first reference, but your last name only on second and subsequent references

· Spell out all acronyms the first time they are used. 

Professional Biography in Third Person (maximum 250 words)
Education
	School Name: 
	Degree:
	Major
	Years Attended

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Certifications: (Please include any designations.)
	

	

	

	

	

	


Work Experience: (Include the last 15 years of experience.)
	Title
	Organization
	Years 

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Leadership Experience: (Include Mentoring, Presenting at Conferences, Facilitating Professional Develop, etc.) 
	Title
	Organization
	Years 

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Awards and Other Recognitions

	Award/Recognition
	Years Received

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Please attach a PDF copy of your resume. The candidate’s resume must include the following: Education, Certification, Experience, Leadership, Awards/Recognitions, Community Involvement, and Professional Organizations. The resume must be in PDF format, no more than two pages, have one-inch margins, and use a font of at least 10 points. Please name this file using the following designation: Candidate's Last Name, Resume. 
Section 4: Response Essay
Explain how you intentionally engage your students with the community. Highlight the ways these community connections break down the boundaries of the classroom and contribute to enhancing student learning and success.
(Please limit to 750 words)
Section 5: Student Outcome Data 
Provide evidence of student achievement because of innovative techniques and high-quality instructional materials you have implemented in the classroom. Be sure to include data, such as formal and informal assessments, test scores, Value Added scores (VAM), student performance in competitions, etc.  

(Please limit to two pages, double-spaced and ensure that all personally identifiable student data is redacted.)
Section 5: Letter of Recommendation, Photo, and Forms
Letter of Recommendation: no more than one page must be uploaded below. The letter should be directed to the National Teacher of the Year Program, as they will be used for the winner’s national application. The letter of recommendation must be from the candidate’s supervisor, colleagues, former principals, parents, or civic or community leaders. The letter should provide specific examples of the candidate’s contributions to his/her school and district. No more than one recommendation letter will be accepted. Please name the file as follows: Candidate's Last Name, Letter of Recommendation 1. 
Photo: A professional headshot of the candidate must be uploaded to the Google application and must be a JPEG file, 1000x1025 pixel minimum. Please name this file as follows: Candidate’s Last Name, Headshot.

2026 Candidacy Approval Form (PDF form)

Photo Release Form (PDF form)

Note about follow-up email with W-9
AI Attestation Statement
Signature of Completion
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